HARDWORK, DILIGENCE, COMMITMENT PAYS OFF!
Cheshire Police UNISON Branch has been extremely dismayed in recent months as have all UNISON branches, at the bad press our PCSO colleagues have had to endure.

This branch fully supports and acknowledges the hard work and dedication of our PCSOs under difficult conditions. The work the PCSOs in Cheshire are doing is invaluable and I have recently received e-mails from our Chief Constable highlighting the work and acknowledging the contribution PCSOs are making to the work of Cheshire Constabulary in helping to keep Cheshire a safer place to live in for its residents.

A couple of weeks ago a PCSO effectively identified the offender during a live incident. The incident involved three claw hammer robberies. The PCSO recognised the description of clothing from a previous stop/check and linked the name, subsequently an arrest was made.
Secondly, a PCSO intervened when he saw a defendant, who was a Section18 defendant and previously bailed by the court, approaching a victim’s address. A chase resulted and an arrest made by police officers.

Another example sent to me and, in the words of the officer bringing it to the attention of the Chief Constable, “ This is a prime example of the contribution our PCSOs are making in bringing safety, security and confidence to the community” and in terms of ‘value added’ it doesn’t come more tangible than this! A report of theft from a motor vehicle had just occurred – officers turned out immediately to try to locate the offender. Two PCSOs stop/checked a male, in the area, fitting the description given out. It transpired he was unconnected to that particular offence but when subject to a Pace1 search, he was found to be carrying a quantity of Amphetamines and Cannabis bush and was arrested for possession of drugs. Officers then searched the home address and found a substantial amount of Class A, B and C controlled drugs as well as Ecstasy tablets, Amphetamine paste, a large quantity of Cannabis bush and a smaller amount of LSD, Heroin and Crack Cocaine – street value estimated to be in the tens of thousands
These are just a few incidents brought to the attention of the branch but I know there are a lot more incidents out there in which PCSO’s have been involved in and made a fantastic contribution to the policing of Cheshire.

We in UNISON already knew what a great asset PCSO’s are to police forces and incidents like this only prove what we have been saying.  Well done to all of you.

Liz Morris

Branch Secretary
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